
MINISTER TRAN TUAN ANH: EVFTA WILL VIGOROUSLY AFFIRM 

VIETNAM’S POSITION
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On June 25, 2019, the European Council officially approved the texts of the EU – 

Vietnam Free Trade Agreement (EVFTA) and Investment Protection Agreement 

(EVIPA), paving the way for the signing of these two Agreements, which is expected to 

take place on June 30, 2019 in Hanoi. 

Celebrating this remarkable milestone, in the late afternoon of June 25
th

, 2019, at the 

headquarter of the Ministry of Industry and Trade, Minister Tran Tuan Anh held a press 

conference to officially announce information related to the approval European Council of the 

texts of the EU – Vietnam Free Trade Agreement (EVFTA) and the EU – Vietnam Investment 

Protection Agreement (EVIPA) and that both parties would sign these Agreements at 4:30pm 

on June 30
th

 in Hanoi. 

EVFTA will very much affirm Vietnam’s position 

Minister Tran Tuan Anh told the press that the signing of EVFTA will greatly strengthen 

Vietnam's status in international arena. 

EVFTA has 17 Chapters, 2 Protocols and several understandings attached and covers a wide 

range of areas, including trade in goods, trade in services, investment, trade remedies, 

competition, state-owned enterprises, government procurement, intellectual property, 

commerce and sustainability, legal and institutional issues. Therefore, this Agreement is 

considered to be comprehensive and high-quality, which guarantees a balance of interests for 

both Vietnam and European Union. EVFTA also conforms with the provisions of the World 

Trade Organization (WTO). 

Minister Tran Tuan Anh emphasized the importance of EVFTA to Vietnam. So far, the 

country has signed a total of 12 bilateral and multilateral FTAs with foreign partners, 

including new-generation FTAs. However, the EVFTA is a new-generation FTA with high-

quality and comprehensive standards. 
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The signing of EVFTA would greatly strengthen Vietnam's position, said Minister Tran Tuan 

Anh . As for Vietnam’s exports, EVFTA will be a great push to help Vietnam diversify its 

markets and exports, especially for agricultural and aquatic products as well as other 

Vietnamese products that the country has competitive advantages in. 

As soon as the Agreement comes into effect, the EU promises to immediately eliminate 

import duties on about 85.6% of tariff lines, equivalent to 70.3% of Vietnam's exports to the 

EU,.  After 7 years from the date of entry into force, the Union will eliminate import duties on 

99.2% of tariff lines, equivalent to 99.7% of Vietnam's exports. For the remaining 0.3%, the 

EU commits to giving Vietnam 0% of import duty for exports that falls under tariff quotas. 

Thus, nearly 100% of Vietnam's exports to the EU will have import tariff eliminated in a short 

amount of time. So far, this is the highest level of commitment that a partner has given to 

Vietnam among other signed FTAs. This is even more meaningful consider that European 

Union is currently one of the largest markets of our country’s exports. 

For EU exports, Vietnam commits to eliminate duties for 48.5% of tariff lines (accounting for 

64.5% of the country’s import turnover) as soon as the Agreement comes into effect. For the 

period of 7 years, import tax for 91.8% of tariff lines, equivalent to 97.1% of EU exports, 

would be removed gradually. 

After 10 years, the tariff eliminated is about 98.3% of the tariff lines (accounting for 99.8% of 

Vietnam import turnover). For about 1.7% of the remaining EU tariff lines, Vietnam shall 

either apply the over-10-year tariff schedule to eliminate import duties or apply the tariff 

quotas in accordance with WTO commitments. 



On June 25
th

, 2019, the European Council approved the  texts of the EU – Vietnam Free 

Trade Agreement, paving the way for the official signing. EU also announced that Mrs. 

Cecilia Malmstrom, European Commissioner for Trade, and Mr. Stefan-Radu Oprea, Minister 

of Trade and Business Environment of Romania, will act on behalf of the Union to sign 

EVFTA in Hanoi on June 30
th

. 

The Minister told the press that because EVFTA is a very comprehensive agreement which 

covers a wide range from trade in goods, investment to government procurement, trade 

remedies, intellectual property, etc., when being implemented, Vietnam can enjoy the 

conditions given by EVFTA partners, so the country will be able to improve its import and 

export turnover as well as to have conditions to continue enhacing the competitiveness of the 

economy, and most importantly, to have conditions to create new value chains. 

“For Vietnam, this Agreement will strengthen our position. Along with other FTAs such as 

CPTPP, EVFTA will resonate with them, create huge development and the foundation for 

development and social advance, helping us complete our legal and institutional framework”, 

Minister Tran Tuan Anh stressed. 

9 years of negotiation and the journey to overcome limits 

The EVFTA and EVIPA agreements were initiated and concluded in the context of the 

bilateral development of Vietnam-EU relations, especially in the field of economics and trade. 

EVFTA is a comprehensive, high-quality agreement which guarantees balance of benefit for 

both Vietnam and EU, taking into account the development gap between the two sides. 

Regarding the journey to the signing of this Agreement, Minister Tran Tuan Anh 

acknowledged that it is a long process, demonstrating Vietnam's determination in promoting 

integration into the world economy in the context of the currently complicated and 

unpredictable political and economic situation. 

Therefore, it is considered to be a benchmark, and Vietnam needs to overcome previous 

limitations and develops itself in terms of capacity and qualifications in negotiation not only 

of technical issues, but also of high-standard and diverse contents with 28 member countries 

of EU, which have strong economic development and very high qualifications, Minister Tran 

Tuan Anh said. 

Most importantly, Vietnam has to overcome itself. Despite the differences in economic levels, 

languages, cultures, management capacity between Vietnam and 28 countries of the European 

Union, we have overcome all of those and achieved successful negotiation. 

Especially, at the final stage, there were many issues that are irrelevant to the content of the 

Agreement but were still raised and questioned by our partner. We came up with the solutions 

for all of them. For example, fishing is one of the sectors that need a lot of review from both 

sides, or agricultural products which are also very complex, or the authority of each country 

when dealing with disputes between investors and states. Those are knots. 



Minister Tran Tuan Anh shared: “There was even a time when we thought that we could only 

signed the trade agreement, and the investment protection agreement must be left to sign later, 

but eventually we negotiated successfully and was able to get through.” 

Negotiation process and significant milestones: 

In October 2010, negotiations for EVFTA was agreed to start by the Prime Minister of 

Vietnam and the President of the European Commission. 

In June 2012, Minister of Industry and Trade of Vietnam and European Trade Commissioner 

officially announced the begin of negotiations for EVFTA. 

In December 2015, EVFTA negotiations are concluded, the legal review process to prepare 

for the signing of the Agreement began. 

In June 2017, legal review at technical level is concluded. 

In September 2017, the EU officially requested Vietnam to split the content of investment 

protection and the dispute settlement mechanism between investors and States (ISDS) from 

EVFTA Agreement into a separate agreement due to the arising of some new issues 

concerning the authority to ratify free trade agreements of the EU or individual member 

states. Under this proposal, EVFTA will be separated into two different agreements: EVFTA 

and EVIPA. 

In June 2018, Vietnam and European Union officially agreed on the division of EVFTA into 

two Agreements: the EU – Vietnam Free Trade Agreement (EVFTA) and the EU – Vietnam 

Investment Protection Agreement (EVIPA). Legal review of EVFTA is formally concluded 

and contents within EVIPA are agreed. 

In August 2018, legal review of EVIPA is concluded. 

After many years of conducting negotiations and legal reviews, on October 17
th

, 2018, the 

European Commission officially approved EVFTA and EVIPA. On June 25
th

, 2019, the 

European Council approved the signing of the Agreements. 


